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To  the  very  Worthy 

PRESIDENT 

AND 

FELLOWS, 

OF  THE 

Royal  College  of  Phyficians 

A  T 

EDINBURGH, 


Profperity 


Gentlemen  ! 

Beg  Leave  to  infcrihe  to 
you  this  f. 'mall  Diffe7~tation 
on  the  Malignant,  Ulcer- 
ous  Sore-Throat,  in  Tefti- 
mony  of  my  great  RefpeEl  and  Grati¬ 
tude 


DEDICATION, 

tude  for  the  Honour  you  have  done 
me  in  eleSting  me  a  Fellow  of  your 
very  learned  Society. - 1  Jhall  en¬ 

deavour  ^  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Powery 
to  approve  tnyfelf  worthy  of  your 
Choice. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 
your  highly  obliged, 
and  moft  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 


John  Huxham. 


DISSERTATION 


ON  THE 

Malignant  sUlcerous  Sorf,-T.hroat. 


I  N  C  E  the  Publication 
of  my  Effay  on  Fevers,  I 
have  had  frequent  Op¬ 
portunities  of  making  Ob- 
fervations  on  a  Difeale  of  the  putrid, 
malignant  Kind,  which  abundantly 
confirm  my  Notions  of  the  Caufe 
and  Cure  of  malignant  peftilentiai 

Fevers. - 1  mean  what  is  called  the 

Angina  maligna ,  or  Ulcerous  Sore- 
Throat ,  which  hath  appeared  up  and 
down  this  Kingdom  for  feveral  Years, 

B  in 
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in  Tome  Places  very  common  and 
exceedingly  fatal,  efpecially  to  Chil¬ 
dren, 

The  firft  accurate  Account  we 
had  of  this  Dillemper  in  England 
was  from  the  very  ingenious  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill,  in  1748. — But  feveralof  the 
Spanifh  and  Italian  Phyjicians  have 
defcribed  exactly  fuch  a  Kind  of 
Difeafe,  as  raging  with  great  Vio¬ 
lence  and  Mortality  in  Spain ,  and 
feveral  Parts  of  Italy,  in  the  Begin- 

ing  of  the  laft  Century. - Perhaps 

the  Syrian  and  ^Egyptian  Ulcers 
mentioned  by  Aretceus  Cappadox, 
and  the  pejlilent  ulcerated  Fonjils , 
we  read  of  in  ALtius  Amidenus , 
were  of  this  Nature; — and  truly  fome 
of  the  Scarlet  Fevers,  mentioned  by 
Morton,  feem  not  much  unlike  it. 

It  is  not  above  fix,  or  feven  Years 
fince  I  met  with  it  in  this  Town  and 
Neighbourhood,  though  it  raged 
with  great  Fatality  in  and  about  Loft- 
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wit  hie ly  St.  Aujlle ,  Fowye ,  and  Lif- 
... heard ,  a  Year  or  two  before.  - — - 
From  the  latter  Part  of  the  Year 
1751  to  May  1753  it  was  very  com¬ 
mon  in  this  Town,  and  Places  ad¬ 
jacent,  efpecially  in  1752,  and  not 
only  carried  off  Children,  but  feveral 

Adults. 

/ 

As  a  faithful  and  accurate  Hiflo- 
ry  of  Difeafes,  their  various  Symp¬ 
toms,  and  Methods  of  Cure,  is  the 
mod;  effectual  Way  of  promoting  the 
Art  of  Healing,  Phyficians  fhould 
-defcrihc  with  the  utmoft  Care  the 
Difeafes  they  would  treat  of,  and  the 
good  and  bad  Effects  of  any  Method, 
-or  Medicines,  they  have  ufed  to  re¬ 
move  them. - But  in  a  more  parti¬ 

cular  Manner  is  this  neceffary  when 
any  new,  or  uncommon  Diftem- 
per  occurs,  of  which  the  peculiar 
pathognomonic  and  diagnoftic  Signs 
fhould  be  carefully  laid  down,  and 
;.a  particular  Account  given  of  what 

B  ,2  Evacua- 
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Evacuations,  Regimen,  and  Medi¬ 
cines  were  ufeful,  or  hurtful,  in 
it. - And  this  Method  I  fhall  en¬ 

deavour  to  purfue  with  the  utmoft 
Attention  in  the  following  Account. 

A  vaft  Quantity  of  Rain  fell  du¬ 
ring  the  Year  1751,  the  Summer 
particularly  was,  in  general,  uncom¬ 
monly  wet,  cold  and  frequently  ftor- 

my. - At  the  Begining  of  ’June 

however  we  had  exceeding  hot  Wea¬ 
ther,  and  fome  very  fultry  Days  alfo 
in  July  and  Augufi  \  the  Atrno- 
fphere  was  almoft  always  thick  and 
rnoift,  but  the  Barometer  low  com¬ 
monly. - The  Fruits  of  the  Earth 

were  crude,  watery,  and  inlipid  ; 
the  Harveft  was  exceffively  bad, 
and  the  Grain  of  all  Kinds  buffered 

greatly. - Notwithftanding  this  we 

had  but  little  Sicknefs,  at  lead:  no  very 
epidemical  Diftemper :  But  the 
Small-pox  (brought  in  by  Conway  s 
Regiment ,  in  May)  fpread  in  this 

Town 
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T own  conflderably  in  July  and  Au- 
gujl ;  and  there  were  then  i'everai 
putrid  and  miliary  Fevers,  in  the  fou- 
thern  Parts  of  this  County. In¬ 
deed,  though  we  were  not  here  very 
flckly,  yet  hypochondriacal  and  hy- 
fteric  Dilbrders  greatly  prevailed,  and 
there  was  a  Kind  of  univerfal  Inactivi¬ 
ty  and  Lownefs  of  Spirits  every  where. 

The  Small-pox  became  much 
more  common  in  the  Autumn,  and 
of  a  much  worfe  Kind  than  they 
were  at  their  firft  Appearance,  and 
about  the  Mid- winter  were  very  epi¬ 
demic  and  fatal. — In  the  mean  Time 
there  were  Abundance  of  Catarrhs, 
mucous  and  inflammatory  Sore- 
Throats,  fome  Pleurifles  and  Peri- 
pneumonies ;  and  commonly  Erup¬ 
tions  of  the  eryflpelatous,  or  puftular 
Kind,  attended  all  thefe  Diforders. 

The  Weather  flill  continued  wet, 
and  often  very  boifterous,  the  Wind 

various. - December  was  a  cold 

B  3  Month, 
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Month,  but  wet  from  the  1 5th  to* 
the  25  th. — The  fame  Difeafes  con¬ 
tinued,  and  about  the  End  of  the 
Year  were  feverai-malignant  ulcerous 
Sore-Throats  up  and  down. 

The  Year  1752  began  cold,  wet, 
and  frequently  ftormy,  the  Wind 
moft  commonly  from  the  E  aft,  verg¬ 
ing  however  conftderably  now  to  the 
North,  now  to  the  South  ;  the  Ba¬ 
rometer  often  very  low,  though  at 
the  Begining  of  "January  very  high,., 
with  fharp  Froft. —  The  Small-pox 
continued  epidemic,  often  crude, 
eryftalline,  and  undigefted  to  the 
very  End,  fometimes  very  confluentr 
fmall  and  feffile ;  fome  black  and' 
bloody,  and  now  and  then  attended; 
tv  ith  Petechias.  —  Pleuroperipneumo- 
nies,  and  Pvheumatifms,  were  not 
uncommon;  catarrhal  and  mucous 
Squinzies  with  much  Cough,  and  a 
large  thin  Spitting,  were  very  rife  ; 
and  now  alfo  there  were  feveral  ma¬ 
lignant 
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lignant  dangerous  Sore-Throats  with 
no  final  1  Degree  of  Fever. 

Both  at  the  Begining,  and  End, 
of  February,  the  Mercury  was  high, 
and  the  Air  clear,  dry,  and  frofty  ; 
but,  from  the  8th  to  the  21ft,  there 
was  much  Rain  with  the  Wind  ge- 

CD 

nerally  at  South. - Many  Small¬ 

pox  were  in  the  Town,  though  few 
in  the  Neighbourhood ;  feveral  Pleu- 
rifi.es,  Peripneumonies,  and  Rheu- 
matifms,  a  vaft  Quantity  of  catar¬ 
rhal,  mucous  Sore-Throats,  and  many 
inflammatory  Squinzies ;  and  ftill 
fome  of  the  malignant  Kind. 

The  Weather  was  pretty  cold  and 
dry  in  March ,  efpecially  at  the  Be¬ 
gining,  and  latter  End  ;  and  the  Ba¬ 
rometer  high,  at  no  Time  very  low. 

- The  Small-pox  grew  more  mild, 

and  much  lefs  frequent ; — the  other 
Difeafes  alfo  lefs  common,  but  more 
inflammatory ;  no  malignant  Sore- 
Throats  :  Many  were  feverely  tor- 

B  4  men  ted 
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merited  with  Coughs,  and  obftinate 
afthmatic  Diforders.  —  The  Blood 
now  drawn  was  commonly  more 
denfe  and  vifcid  than  it  had  been  for 
many  Months. 

The  north-eaft  Wind  prevailed  at 
the  Begining  of  April ,  and  rendered 
the  Air  dry,  clear,  and  pretty  cold  ; 
the  Barofcope  high  :  A  fhowery  Sea- 
fon  fucceeded  for  four,  or  five,  Days, 
and  then  the  dry  north-eaft  Wind 
return’d,  from  the  21ft  it  was 
W.  N.  W. — The  Small-pox  ftill  up 
and  down,  fome  of  a  bad  Sort :  Ma¬ 
ny  Pleurifies,  and  Peripneumonies, 
Rheumatifm,  Jaundice,  and  Drcp- 
fy  frequent ;  fevere  Coughs  every 
where :  A  vaft  many  are  troubled 
with  Worms ,  even  Adults,  as  well  as 
Children. 

Though  we  had  fome  agreeable 
Weather  in  May,  the  Summer  was 
wet,  cold,  and  uncomfortable the 
Atmofphere  thick  and  foggy,  the 
Barometer  feldom  high,  the  S.  W. 

anfi 


Ulcerous  Sore-Throat,  9. 

and  N.  W.  Winds  were  much,  the 
moft  frequent.  The  Fruits  of  the 
Earth  did  not  ripen  well,  but  were 
watery  and  inflpid ;  a  bad  Har- 
veft,  bad  Grain. — A  great  Dejection 
of  Spirits,  Liftleffnefs,  and  Laflitude 

were  univerfally  complained  of. - - 

The  Small-pox  became  much  more 
numerous  in  Tune ,  and  were  epide¬ 
mic  all  the  Summer,  and  rather  of  a 
worfe  Kind  than  in  the  Spring,  not 
only  here,  but  every-where  in  the 
Neighbourhood ;  they  were  frequent¬ 
ly  confluent,  very  fmall,  and  fome- 
times  black,  attended  with  Haemor¬ 
rhages  of  the  Nofe,  efpecially  in 
Children  ;  but  the  Petechias  were 
much  lefs  common  than  I  expedted  ; 
fometimes  they  were  very  crude,  cry  f- 
talline,  and  indigefled,  running  into 
large  Blifters,  eroding  the  Skin  great¬ 
ly. — Rheumatifms, Gout, and  Coughs 
were  in  vaftly  greater  Plenty  than 
ufual  at  this  Time  of  the  Year. 

Now  a Ifo  exadlly  fuch  a  Kind  of 

Fever- 

tA"  T 
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Fever,  as  I  called,  in  my  i  ft  Volume 
of  Epidemics ,  Febris  anginofa ,  raged 
up  and  down  with  great  Violence, 
attended  with  fcarlet  or  puftular  E- 
ruptions,  and  fucceeded  with  great 
Itching  and  Defquamation  of  the 
Cuticle.  In  this  the  Pulfe  was  com¬ 
monly  hard,  quick,  and  fmall,  the 
Breathing  hot,  and  laborious,  with 
great  Oppreflion  on  the  Praecordia, 
the  Urine  fometimes  crude  and  pale, 
fometimes  high-coloured  and  turbid, 
but  without  Sediment  ;  a  Delirium 
generally  came  on  foon. — The  Sick 
commonly  bore  Bleeding  at  the  Be- 
gining  with  Advantage,  and  the 
Blood  was  often  lizy,  though  much 
lefs  fo  in  general  than  in  Squinzies 
of  the  truly  inflammatory  Kind ;  they 
very  feldom  however  admitted  of 
large  Bleeding,  fcarce  indeed  of  a  fe™ 
cond. 

In  all  Sorts  of  Fevers  there  was  a 
furprizing  Difpofltion  to  Eruptions 

of 
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of  fome  Kind  or  other,  to  Sweats, 

Sorenefs  of  Throat  and  Apthse. - 

The  Small-pox  were  more  fatal  in. 
Auguft ,  and  fometimes  attended  with 
a  very  dangerous  Ulceration  in  the 
Throat,  and  Difficulty  of  Swallow¬ 
ing. — Indeed  the  malignant  ulcerous 
Sore-Throat  was  now  alfo  frequent, 
probably  fometimes  complicated  with 
the  Small-pox. 

The  Autumn  was  much  more  fair,, 
and  comfortable,  than  the  Summer, 
particularly  the  Month  of  GElober 
was  for  the  greater  Part  beautiful 
and  ferene,  the  Mercury  high  ;  how¬ 
ever,  the  Atmofphere  was  generally 
thick,  and  fometimes  very  moift,  the 
Wind  commonly  from  the  eaftem 
Quarters ;  November  was  lefs  wet 
and  ftormy  than  ufual,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  warm ;  the  Barometer  pretty  high, 

but  the  Air  thick  and  humid. - At 

the  Begining  of  December  the  Quick- 
filver  was  exceeding  high,  the  Air 
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cold  and  dry,  Wind  E.  N.  E ;  but 
from  the  6th  to  the  26th  very  wet 
and  foggy,  fometimes  boifterous,  and 
the  Barometer  funk  very  much  ;  to¬ 
wards  the  End  the  Eafterly  Wind  re¬ 
turned,  raifed  the  Mercury,  and  re- 
ftored  fine,  cold  Weather. 

During  this  Period  the  Small-pox 
continued  epidemic  every  where,  and, 
though  fomewhat  more  mild  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  OEiober ,  yet  here  and 
there  they  were  very  confluent,  at¬ 
tended  with  Spots  and  Haemorrha¬ 
ges  of  the  Nofe. — In  December  they 
were  often  crude,  numerous,  and  un- 
digefted  to  the  laft,  running  into  ve¬ 
ry  large  Vefications,  deeply  eroding 
the  fubjacent  Parts :  the  Crufts  of 
the  black  confluent  many  Times  re¬ 
mained  for  at  leaft  thirty  Days  after 

the  Eruption. - The  anginofe  Fever 

alfo  ftill  continued — and  we  had  fe- 
veral  of  the  malignant  Sore-Throats 
in  September^  many  more  in  OEiober , 

in 
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in  November  and  December  they  were 
exceeding  common  in  this  at 

the  Dock ,  and  all  around  us,  and 
carried  off  a  great  many  Adults,  as 

well  as  Children. - During  this 

T  ime  like  wife  catarrhal,  mucous  Sore- 
Throats  were  innumerable,  but  with 
little  Severity,  or  Danger. — In  Octo¬ 
ber  particularly,  after  a  few  Days  of 
foggy,  ftormy,  rainy  Weather,  we  had 
from  the  1 2  th  to  the  1 6th  very  cold 
Mornings,  and  immenfe  hoar  Frofts 
with  feme  Ice,  in  which  Time  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  People  wrere  at  once  feized 
with  a  Cough,  Sore-Throat,  and  a 
great  Defluxion  from  the  Nofe,  Eyes, 
and  Mouth,  attended  with  a  flight 
Fever,  and  more,  or  lel§,  of  a  Rafh, 
feveral  with  great  Fluxes  of  the  Bel¬ 
ly. — Coughs,  Catarrhs,  Rheumatifms 
and  Fluxes  were  excefliv^ly  common 
in  November  and  December ,  especi¬ 
ally  catarrhal  Coughs,  with  which  al- 
moft  every  one  was  in  feme  Degree 

trou- 
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troubled ;  and  yet  there  were  very 
few  Peripneumonies,  or  Pleurifi.es ; 
•however,  Abundance  fell  into  a  pul¬ 
monary  Phthifis,  and  many  died  ta¬ 
bid. 

For  many  Months  paft  we  had 
fcarce  the  flighteft  Fever  but  it  was 
.attended  with  a  Sore-Throat,  Apthas, 
.and  fome  Kind  of  cuticular  Eruption, 
and  that  too  even  in  pleuritic  and  pe- 
ripneumonic  Diforders  —  fo  greatly 
did  the  Conftitution  of  the  Air,  &c,. 
feem  difpofed  to  produce  Eruptions 
an  all  Sorts  of  feverifh  Indifpofitions. 

- - The  Blood  drawn  from  the  Dif- 

eafed,  during  all  this  Time,  hath  been 
-very  rarely  vifcid,  but  generally  flo¬ 
rid  feemingly,  efpecially  at  the  very 
Begining  of  the  Malady,  and  of  a  ve¬ 
ry  loofe  Texture. 

Thus  ended  the  Year  1 752. — ■ 
The  following  Part  of  the  Winter, 
sand  fucceeding  Spring,  was  very  cold 
and  wet ;  the  cold  Weather  conti¬ 
nued 
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nued  till  the  Middle  of  May ,  and 
made  a  very  backward  Spring.  T hen 
came  on  very  fine  hot  W eather,  and 
we  had  the  warmed;  and  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  Summer,  that  hath  been  known 

for  many  Years. - The  Small-pox, 

and  both  catarrhal  and  malignant 
Squinzies  grew  lefs  frequent,  and  lefs 
fatal,  from  January  to  May.,  when 
both  intirely  ceafed. — As  the  Spring 
advanced,  we  had  feverai  Pleurifies, 
Peripneumonies,  and  a  vaft  Number 
of  catarrhal  Diforders : — The  Blood 
now  drawn  was  much  more  denfe 
and  vifcid  in  general  than  had  been 
obferved  for  many  Months  before. 

I  have  given  this  fhort  Account  of 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Air  and  Dif- 
eafes,  during  this  Period,  in  which 
Sore-Throats  of  one  Kind,  or  ano¬ 
ther,  were  much  more  frequent  than 
I  ever  before  remember,  and  with 
which  alfo  cuticular  Eruptions  of  va¬ 
rious  Sorts  were  exceedingly  com¬ 
mon, 
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snon,  and  this  too  even  in  the  flight- 

eft  Fevers  that  happened. - And 

this  I  have  particularly  done,  that 
perhaps  from  it  fome  rational  Con¬ 
jectures  of  that  Caufe  and  Nature  of 
fuch  Diforders  may  be  made. — Did 
the  long  cold  and  wet  Seafons  occa- 
fion  them,  by  hindering  a  due  and 
regular  Perfpiration  ?  The  fuppref- 
fed  Perfpirabile  grows  very  acrid,  and 
productive  at  length  of  a  Variety  of 
Difeafes,  particularly  fuch  as  pafs  un¬ 
der  the  general  Name  of  Scorbutic, 
as  well  as  more  immediately  of  Ca¬ 
tarrhs,  Squinzies,  Peripneumonies, 
Fluxes,  Colics,  &c.  which  are  no- 
torioufly  the  Effects  of  fupprefted 
Perfpiration. — But  my  prefent  De¬ 
sign  is  not  to  enter  into  Difquifttions 
of  this  Nature. - 1  proceed  there¬ 

fore  to  give  the  moft  exatft  Account, 
I  poffibly  can,  of  the  Malignant , 
Ulcerous  Sore-Throat,  as  it  raged 
Eere  during  the  Period  above  defcri- 

bedj 
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bed,  efpecially  in  1 752. — To  which 
I  (hall  fubjoin  the  Method  of  Cure  I 
found  moft  fuccefsful. 

The  Attach  of  this  Difeafe  was 
very  different  in  different  Perfons. 

- Sometimes  a  Rigor,  with  feme 

Fulnefs  and  Sorenefs  of  the  Throat, 
and  painful  Stiffnefs  of  the  Neck, 
were  the  very  firft  Symptoms  com¬ 
plained  of. — Sometimes  alternate 
Chills  and  Heats,  with  fome  De¬ 
gree  of  Head-ach,  Giddinefs,  or 
Drowfinefs,  u flier ed  in  the  Diftem- 
per.  —  It  feized  others  with  much 
more  feverifh  Symptoms,  great  Pain 
of  the  Head,  Back,  and  Limbs,  a 
vaft  Oppreflion  on  the  Prascordia, 
and  continual  Sighing. — Some  grown 
Perfons,  on  the  contrary,  moved  a- 
bout  for  a  Day,  or  two,  neither  lick 
or  well,  as  it  were,  but  under  Un- 
eafinefs  and  Anxiety  till  they  were 
obliged  to  lie  for  it.  Thus  various 
Was  the  Difeafe  at  the  Onfet.  But 

C  ‘  it 


1 8  A  Differ /  a  tion  on  the 

it  commonly  began  with  Chills  and 
Heats,  Load  and  Pain  of  the  Head, 
Sorenefs  of  Throat  and  Hoarfnefs, 
home  Cough,  Sicknefs  at  Stomach, 
frequent  Vomiting  and  Purging,  in 
Children  efpeeially,  which  were 
fometimes  very  fever e  ;  though  a 
contrary  State  was  more  common 
to  the  Adult. -—There  was  in  all  a 
very  great  Dejedtion  oi  Spirits,  very 
fudden  Weaknefs,  great  Heaviness 
on  the  Bread:,  and  Faintnefs,  from, 
the  very  Begining. — The  Pulfe  in- 
general  was  quick,  final!  and  flut¬ 
tering,  though  fometimes  heavy  and 

undole. - The  Urine  commonly 

pale,  thin  and  crude,  however,  in 
many  grown  Perfons  in  (mall  Quan¬ 
tities,  and  high-coloured,  or  like’ 
turbid  Whey. — The  Eyes  were  hea¬ 
vy,  reddifh,  and  as  it  were  weeping, 

• — the  Countenance  very  often,  full, 
flufhed  and  bloated,  though  'fome¬ 
times  pale  and  funk. 

2  How 
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How  flight  foever  the  Diforder 
might  appear  in  the  Day-time,  at 
Night  the  Symptoms  became  greatly 
aggravated,  and  the  feverifh  Habit 
very  much  encreafed,  nay,  fometimes 
a  Delirium  came  on  the  very  firft 
Night ;  and  this  Exacerbation  con- 
flantly  returned  in  the  Evening  thro’ 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Difeafe. — * 
Indeed,  when  it  was  considerably 
on  the  Decline,  I  have  been  often 
pretty  much  furprized  to  find  my 
Patient  had  paffed  the  whole  Night 
in  a  Phrenzy,  whom  I  had  left  to¬ 
lerably  cool  and  fedate  in  the  Day.  . 

Some  few  Hours  after  the  Sei¬ 
zure,  and  fometimes  cotemporary 
with  it,  a  Swelling  and  Sorenefs  of 
the  Throat  was  perceived,  and  the 
Tonfils  became  very  tumid  and  in¬ 
flamed,  and  many  times  the  parotid 
and  maxillary  Glands  Swelled  very 
much,  and  very  Suddenly,  even  at 
the  very  Eegining  ;  fometimes  fo 

C  2  much 
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much  as  even  to  threaten  Strangula¬ 
tion.  The  Fauces  alfo  very  Toon  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  high  florid  Red,  or  ra¬ 
ther  of  a  bright  Crimfon  Colour,, 
very  fhining  and  gloily  ;  and  moft 
commonly  on  the-  Uvula,-.  TonJilsy 
Velum  Palatinum ,  and  back  Part  of 
the  Pharynx ,  feveral  whitifh,  or  Afh- 
coloured  Spots  appeared  fcattered  up 
and  down,  which  oftentimes  encrea- 
fed  very  fall:,  and  foon  covered  one, 
or  both  the  Tonfils,  Uvula,  6i fc : 
thefe  in  Event  proved  the  Sloughs 
of  fuperficial  Ulcers  (which  fome- 
times  however  eat  very  deep  into  the 
Parts).  The  Tongue  at  this  Time, 
though  only  white  and  moift  at  the 
Top,  was  very  foul  at  the  Root,  and 
covered  with  a  thick  yellowifh,  or 
brown  Coat.— The  Breath  alfo  now 
began  to  be  very  naufeous,  which 
offenfive  Smell  encreafed  hourly,  and 
in  feme  became  at  length  intolera- 
2  ble, 
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-Lie,  and  that  too  fometimes  even  to 
the  Patients  themfelves. 

The  fecond,  or  third  Day,  every 
Symptom  became  much  more  ag¬ 
gravated,  and  the  Fever  much  more 
considerable,  and  thofe,  that  had 
ftruggled  with  it  tolerably  well  for 
thirty  or  forty  Hours,  were  forced 

to  fubmit. - The  Reftleffnefs  and 

Anxiety  greatly  encreafed,  as  well  as 
the  Difficulty  in  Swallowing. — The 
Head  was  very  giddy,  pained,  and 
loaded  ;  there  was  generally  more  or 
lefs  of  a  Delirium,  fometimes  a  Per¬ 
vigilium  and  perpetual  Phrenzy,  tho’ 
others  lay  very  flupid,  but  often 
flatting  and  muttering  to  themfelves. 
—The  Skin  was  very  hot,  dry  and 
rough ;  there  was  very  rarely  any 
Difpolition  to  fweat.  The  Urine 
pale,  thin,  crude,  often  yellowiffi, 
and  turbid.  Sometimes  a  Vomiting 
was  urgent,  and  fometimes  a  very 
great  Loofnefs.,  in  Children  particu- 

C  j  -larly. 
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larly.  The  Sloughs  were  now  much 
enlarged,  and  of  a  darker  Colour, 
and  the  furrounding  Parts  tended 

much  more  to  a  livid  Hue. - The 

Breathing  became  much  more  diffi- 

O 

cult,  with  a  Kind  of  a  rattling  Ster- 
tor ,  as  if  the  Patient  was  actually 
firangling,  the  Voice  being  exceed¬ 
ing  hoarfe  and  hollow,  exactly  re- 
fembling  that  from  venereal  Ulcers 
in  the  Fauces  ;  this  Noife  in  Speak¬ 
ing  and  Breathing  was  fo  peculiar, 
that  any  Perfon  in  the  leaft  conver- 
fant  with  the  Difcafe  might  eafily 
know  it  by  this  odd  Noife ;  from 
whence  indeed  the  Spanijb  Phyfi- 
cians  gave  it  the  Name  of  Garotillo , 
exprefling  the  Noife  fuch  make  as 

are  firangling  with  a  Rope. - 1 

never  obferved  in  one  of  them  the 
Thrill,  barking  Noife,  that  we  fre¬ 
quently  hear  in  inflammatory  Squin- 
zies.  The  Breath  of  all  the  Difea- 
fed  was  very  naufeous,  of  fome  in- 

fufferably 


n  ^ 
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fufferably  fetid,  efpecially  in  the 
Advance  of  the  Diftemper  to  a  C ri¬ 
fe  ;  and  many  about  the  fourth  or 
fifth  Day  fpit  off  a  vaft  Quantity 
of  blinking,  purulent  Mucus,  tinged 
fometimes  with  Blood,  and  fome- 
times  the  Matter  was  quite  livid, 
and  of  an  abominable  Smell.  The 
Noftrik  likewife  in  many  were  great¬ 
ly  inflamed  and  excoriated,  conti¬ 
nually  dripping  down  a  mofl  fharp 
Ichor.,  or  famous  Matter ,  fo  excef- 
fively  acrid,  that  it  not  only  corrod¬ 
ed  the  Lips,  Cheeks,  and  Hands  of 
the  Children,  that  laboured  under 
the  Difeafe,  but  even  the  Fingers 
and  Arms  of  the  very  Nurfes,  that 
attended  them  :  As  this  Ulceration 
of  the  Noftrils  came  on,  it  common¬ 
ly  caufed  an  almoft  inceffant  Sneez¬ 
ing  in  the  Children,  but  few  Adults 
were  affedted  with  it,  at  lead  to  any 
confiderable  Degree.  It  was  fur- 
prizing  what  Quantities  of  Matter 

C  a.  fome 
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fome  Children  difeharged  this  Way, 
which  they  would  often  rub  on 
their  Face,  Hands  and  Arms,  and 

blifter  them  all  over. - A  fudden 

Stoppage  of  this  Rheum  from  the 
Mouth  and  Noftrils  actually  choaked 
feveral  Children  5  and  fome  fwal- 
lowed  fucli  Quantities  of  it,  as  oc¬ 
casioned  Excoriations  of  the  Intes¬ 
tines,  violent  Gripings,  Dyfentery, 
We  ;  nay,  even  Excoriations-  of  the 
Anus  and  Buttocks. — Not  only  the 
Noftrils,  Fauces,  &C.  were  greatly 
affeefted  by  this  extreamly  fharp  Mat¬ 
ter,  but  the  Wind-pipe  itfelf  was 
fometimes  much  corroded  by  it,  and 
Pieces  of  its  internal  Membrane  were 
fpit  up,  with  much  Blood  and  Cor¬ 
ruption,  -  and  the  Patients  lingered 
on  for  a  conliderable  Time,  and  at 
length  died  tabid  ;  tho’  there  were 
more  frequent  Inftances  of  its  fall¬ 
ing  more  fuddenly  and  violently  on 
,  the 
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the  Lungs,  and  killing  in  a  peri- 
pneumonic  Manner. 

I  was  aftonifhed  fometimes  to  fee 
feveral  fwallow  with  tolerable  Eafe, 
though  the  Tumour  of  the  Tonfils 
and  Throat,  the  Quantity  of  thick 
Mucus,  and  the  rattling  Noife  in 
breathing,  were  very  terrible ;  which 
I  think  pretty  clearly  fhews,  that  this 
malignant  Squinzey  was  more  from 
the  Acrimony  and  Abundance  of 
the  Humours  than  the  Violence  of 
the  Inflammation. 

Moft  commonly  the  Angina  came 
on  before  the  Exanthemata^  but  ma¬ 
ny  times  the  cuticular  Eruption  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  Sore-Throat,  and 
was  fometimes  very  conflderable, 
though  there  was  little,  or  no  Pain 
in  the  Fauces  ;  on  the  contrary,  a 
very  fevere  Angina  feized  fome  Pa¬ 
tients,  that  had  no  Manner  of  Erup¬ 
tion,  and  yet,  even  in  thefe  Cafes,  a 
very  great  Itching  and  Defquama- 

tion 
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cion  or  the  Skin  fometimes  enfued, 
but  this  was  chiefly  in  grown  Per¬ 
sons,  very  rarely  in  Children. - In 

general,  however,  a  very  confidera- 
ble  Efflorefcence  broke  out  on  the 
Surface  of  the  Body,  particularly  in 
Children,  and  it  moft  commonly 
happened  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth 
Day ;  fometimes  it  was  partial,  fome¬ 
times  it  covered  almofi  the  whole  Bo¬ 
dy,  tho’  very  feldom  on  the  Face  : 
Sometimes  it  was  of  an  Eryfipelatous 
Kind,  fometimes  more  pujlular ;  the 
Puftules  were  frequently  very  emi¬ 
nent,  and  of  a  deep,  fiery,  red  Co- 
lout,  particularly  on  the  Breafc  and 
Arms,  but  oftentimes  they  were  very 
fmall,  and  might  be  better  felt  than 
feeii,  and  gave  a  very  odd  Kind  of 
Rounhnefs  to  the  Skin.  The  Co- 

O 

lour  of  the  Efflorefcence  was  com¬ 
monly  of  a  Crimfon  Hue,  or  as  if 
the  Skin  had  been  fmeared  over  with 
''Juice  cf  RajherrieS)  and  this  even  to 

the 
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the  Fingers  Ends ;  and  the  Skin  ap¬ 
peared  inflamed  and  fwoln  as  it  were, 
the  Arms,  Elands  and  Fingers  were 
often  evidently  fo,  and  very  IlifF,  and 
fomewhat  painful.  —  This  Crimfon 
Colour  of  the  Skin  feemed  indeed 

peculiar  to  this  Difeafe. - Though 

the  Eruption  feldom  failed  of  giving 
fome  manifeft  Relief  to  the  Patient, 
as  to  Anxiety,  Sicknefs  at  Stomach, 
Vomiting,  Purging,  &c.  yet  I  ob- 
ferved  an  univerfal,  fiery  Eruption 
on  fome  Perfons,  without  the  leaf!: 
Abatement  of  the  Symptoms,  nay, 
almoft  every  Symptom  feemed  more 
aggravated,  particularly  the  Fever, 
Load  at  Brealt,  Anxiety,  Delirium  ; 
and  I  knew  more  than  one,  or  two 
Patients  die  in  the  moll  raging 
Phrenzy,  covered  with  the  moft  uni¬ 
verfal,  fiery  Rafh,  I  ever  faw  :  So 
that,  as  in  the  highly  confluent 
Small-pox,  it  feemed  only  to  de¬ 
note 
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note  the  Quantity  of  the  Difeafe ,  as 
I  may  term  it. 

I  had  under  my  Care  a  young 
Gentleman,  about  twelve  Years  of 
Age,  whofe  Tongue,  Fauces,  and 
Ton  fils  were  as  black  as  Ink,  and 
he  fwallowed  with  extream  Diffi¬ 
culty  5  he  continually  fpit  off  ini- 
menfe  Quantities  of  a  black,  fanious, 
and  very  fetid  Matter  for  at  lead; 
eight  or  ten  Days— about  the  fe- 
venth  Day,  his  F ever  being  fome- 
what  abated,  he  fell  into  a  bloody 
Dyfentery,  tho’  the  bloody,  fanious, 
fetid  Expectoration  ftill  continued 

with  a  moll  violent  Cough. - He 

at  length  indeed  got  over  it,  to  the 
very  great  Surprize  of  every  one  that 

favv  him. - -Now  in  this  Patient,  as 

fevere  and  univerfal  a  Raff  broke  out 
upon  him  the  fecond  and  third  Day, 
as  I  ever  met  with,  and  the  Itching 
©f  his  Skin  was  fo  intolerable,  that 
he  tore  it  all  over  his  Body  in  a  molt 

Blocking 
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fhocking  Manner  ;  yet  this  very 
great  and  timely  Eruption  very  lit¬ 
tle  relieved  his  Fever  and  Phrenzy, 
or  prevented  the  other  dreadful 
Symptoms  mentioned. 

An  early  and  kindly  Eruption, 
however,  was  moll  commonly  a  ve¬ 
ry  good  Omen,  and,  when  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  very  copious  Defquamation 
of  the  Cuticle,  one  of  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  Symptoms  that  occurred  ; 
but  when  the  Eruption  turned  of  a 
dulky  or  livid  Colour,  or  premature¬ 
ly  or  fuddenly  receded,  every  Symp¬ 
tom  grew  worfe,  and  the  utmofl 
Danger  impended,  efpecially  if  pur¬ 
ple,  or  black,  Spots  appeared  up  and 
down,  as  fometimes  happened  ;  the 
Urine  grew  limpid,  and  Convulfions 
came  on,  or  a  fatal  Suffocation  foon 
clofed  the  Tragedy. 

The  Difeafe  was  generally  at  the 
Height  about  the  fifth  or  fixth  Day 
in  young  Perfons,  in  the  elder  not  fo 

foon, 
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foon,  and  the  Crijis  many  times  was 
not  till  the  eleventh  or  twelfth ,  and 
then  very  imperfect :  Some  Adults 
however  were  carried  off  in  two  or 
three  Days,  the  Diftemper  either  fal¬ 
ling  on  the  Lungs,  and  killing  in  a 
peripneumonic  Manner,  or  on  the 
Brain,  and  the  Patient  either  died 
raving,  or  comatofe. — In  fome  the 
Difeafe  brought  on  a  very  trouble- 
fome  Cough,  purulent  Expectora¬ 
tion,  Hsemoptoe  and  Hedtic,  in 
which  they  lingered  on  for  feveral 
Weeks,  and  then  died  tabid. 

If  a  gentle  eaiy  Sweat  came  on 
*  the  third  or  fourth  Day,  if  the  Pulfe 
became  more  flow,  firm,  and  equal ; 
if  the  Sloughs  of  the  Fauces  caff  off 
in  a  kindly  Manner,  and  appeared 
at  the  Bottom  tolerably  clean  and 
florid  ;  if  the  Breathing  was  more 
foft  'and  free,  and  fome  Degree  of 

J  O 

Vigour  and  Quicknefs  returned  in 
the  Eyes,  all  was  well,  and  a  falu- 

tary 
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tary  Cribs  followed  foon  by  a  Con- 
tinuance  of  the  Sweat,  and  a  turbid,, 
fubliding,  farinaceous  Urine,  a  plen¬ 
tiful  Expectoration,  and  a  very  large 
Defquamation  of  the  Cuticle. — But 
if  a  Rigor  came  on,  and  the  Exan¬ 
themata  fuddenly  difappeared,  or 
turned  livid  ;  if  the  Pulfe  grew  very 
fmall  and  quick,  and  the  Skin  re¬ 
mained  hot  and  parched  as  it  were, 
the  Breathing  more  difficult,  the 
Eyes  dead  and  glaffiy,  the  Urine  pale 
and  limpid,  a  Phrenzy  or  Coma 
fucceeded,  with  a  coldiffi,  clammy 
Sweat  on  the  Face,  or  Extremities, 
Life  was  delpaired  of,  elpecially  if  a 
Singultus  and  Choaking,  or  Gulphing 
in  the  Throat  attended,  with  fudden, 
liquid,  involuntary,  livid  Stools,  in¬ 
tolerably  foetid. - In  fome  few  Pa¬ 

tients  I  obferved,  fome  Time  before 
the  fatal  Period,  not  only  the  Face 
bloated,  fallow,  fhining  and  greaiy 
as  it  were,  but  the  whole  Neck  vaft- 

ly 
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ly  fwoln,  and  of  a  cadaverous  Look ; 
and  even  the  whole  Body  became, 
in  fome  Degree,  oedematous,  and  the 
Impreffion  of  a  Finger  would  remain 
fixed  in  a  Part,  the  Skin  not  riling 
again  as  ufual ;  an  Indication,  that 
the  Blood  ftagnated  in  the  Capilla¬ 
ries,  and  that  the  Elafticity  of  the 
Fibres  was  quite  loft. 

As  there  were  fo  many  different 
Kinds  of  Squinzies  and  eruptive 
Di borders,  during  the  Period,  in 
which  the  malignant  ulcerous  Sore- 
Throat  raged,  the  Likenefs  of  the 
Symptoms,  at  the  very  Begining  of 
thefe  various  Difeafes,  made  it  not 
a  little  difficult,  to  the  younger  and 
lefs  experienced  Practitioners  efpe- 
cially,  to  know  what  Methods  to 
purfue  at  the  Or  Jet ;  particularly  as 
to  the  common  Evacuations ;  fee¬ 
ing  it  was  now  certain,  from  fuffi- 
cient  Experience,  that  in  what  is 
called  the  malignant ,  ulcerous  Sore- 

Throaty 
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Throaty  Bleeding  and  Purging,  to 
any  Degree  at  leaft,  were  utterly  im¬ 
proper. 

Tho’  I  really  think  our  Gentlemen 
in  the  Medical  Wayy  that  pradtife  in 
this  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  as  careful,  capable^  and  judi¬ 
cious  as  in  moil;  Parts  of  England, 
yet  I  took  fome  Pains  with  them  to 
make  them  comprehend  the  Nature 
of  this  lingular  and  uncommon  Di- 
ftemper,  and  to  diftinguifh  it  aright 
from  fome  other  reigning  Diforders, 
that  bore  no  fmall  Refemblance  to 

it. - And  having  deiired  them  to 

attend  to  the  fmall,  quick,  unequal, 
fluttering  Pulfe  at  the  Attack  oi  this 
malignant  Squinzey,  though  indeed 
it  was  fometimes  full  and  undofe, 
but  even  then  heavy  and  unequal—^- 
to  the  hidden  great  Dejection  of  Spi¬ 
rits  and  Strength — perpetual  Anxie¬ 
ty,  Sighing,  and  great  Opprefiion 
on  the  Prsecordia — heavy,  dull,  wa-* 

D  teryj 
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tery,  and  as  it  were  weeping  Eye 
— pale,  crude,  thin  Urine,  tho’  often. 

turbid,  like  Whey - to  the  whitifh,. 

but  commonly  moift  Tongue,  tho’ 
confiderably  furred  near  the  Root — 
to  the  fhining,  crimfon  Colour  of  the 
Fauces,  with  inter fperfed  white,  or 
afh-coloured  Spots  or  Blotches,  with 
a  naufeous  and  fometimes  very  foe¬ 
tid  Breath — to  the  fcarlet  or  crimfon 
Efflorefcence  (in  fome  eryiipelatous, 
in  others  puflular)  on  the  Hands, 
Anns,  Neck,  Bread,  &c. - Symp¬ 

toms  that  attended  this  Difeafe,  even 
on  the  very  firft  Days ;  they  diftin- 
guifhed  better,  proceeded  with  more 
Caution,  and  with  greater  Succels, 

- 1  met  with  too  many  Inftances 

before,  of  rafh,  large  Bleeding  and 
Purging  in  this  Diftemper,  nay,  fome 
were  weak  enough  to  tell  me  the 
Blood,  they  had  drawn,  was  very 
fine  and  rich ;  florid  truly  I  found 
it  as  Lamb's  Blood ,  but  fo  foft  and 

loofe 
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loofe  that  you  might  cut  it  with  a 
Feather,  giving  off  little  or  no  Se^ 
rum ,  but  having  exactly  fuch  an  Ap¬ 
pearance  as  when  Spirit  of  Harts¬ 
horn  is  poured  to  the  Blood,  juft  as 
it  runs  from  the  Vein,  which  pre¬ 
vents  its  natural  Coagulation. 

I  will  not  fay  but  that,  in  fome 
plethoric  adult  Perfons,  fome  Blood 
may  be  drawn  at  the  very  Begining 
of  this  Difeafe,  and  I  have  in  fome 
few  ordered  it  with  Advantage,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  to  the  anginofe  Symptoms , 
and  where  the  Difficulty  of  Breath¬ 
ing  alfo  was  conftderable ;  but  I  mu  ft 
fay,  a  Repetition  of  the  Bleeding  to 
any  conftderable  Degree  is  extream- 
ly  detrimental,  where  the  firft  Blood 
efpecially  was  of  fuch  a  loofe  and 
foft  T exture  ;  for  the  fecond  or 
third  will  be  always  found  a  mere 
famous  Gore,  as  I  have  too  often 

noted - nay,  fometimes  I  have  ob- 

ferved  the  firft  Blood  drawn  covered 

D  2  with 
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with  a  very  thin,  whitifh,  or  Lead-* 
coloured  Skin,  pretty  tenacious ;  but 
immediately  underneath  it  was  a 
greenijh ,  foft  Kind  of  Jelly,  and  at 
Bottom  a  very  loofe,  black  Crajfa- 
mentum,  fcarce  at  all  cohering.— 
This  Appearance  of  the  Blood,  how¬ 
ever,  as  much  forbids  further  Bleed¬ 
ing  as  that  above  defcribed,  and  is 
moflly  obferved  when  there  is  a 
throbbing  Pulfe,  and  great  Heat  at 

the  Accefs  of  the  Diftemper. - 1 

profefs  I  was  myfelf  not  a  little  mif- 
taken  in  two  or  three  Cafes  at  the 
firft  breaking  out  of  this  Fever ;  one 
ol  them  I  took  for  a  true  Peripneu- 
mony,  but  the  Sore-Throat,  Scarlet 
Eruption,  Stench  of  the  Breath,  and 
even  Petechia  very  foon  coming  on, 
too  plainly  convinced  me  what  was 
in  Truth  the  Difeafe. 

I  have  very  often  met  with  this 
buffy,  or  lizy,  Appearance  of  the 
Blood  in  the  Begining  of  malignant 

Fevers, 


'Ulcerous  Sore-'Zhroat.  37 

Fevers,  and  yet  Blood,  drawn  two  or 
three  Days  after  from  the  very  fame 
Perfons,  hath  been  quite  loofe,  dif- 
lolved  and  famous  as  it  were. — Too 
many  Inftances  of  this  very  lately 
occurred  to  me  amongft  the  French 
Captives  here ,  who  died  by  Dozens 
of  a  contagious ,  pejlilential  Fever , 
very  frequently  attended  with  Pe¬ 
techias,  and  a  bloody  Dyfentery _ 

In  this  Fever  (as  well  as  all  others) 
the  French  Surgeons  bled  of  Courfe 
every  Day,  or  at  leaft  every  other 

Day _ And  I  feveral  times  faw  the 

Blood  of  lome  of  the  Officers  (thus 
treated)  a  mere  famous  Gore  on  the 
third  or  fourth  Bleeding,  tho’  con- 

hderably  lizy  at  the  firft _ And  yet 

fo  prepofterous  was  their  Practice, 
that,  at  the  fame  time  they  were  fo 
bufy  with  the  Lancet ,  they  gorged 
their  Patients  with  the flrongefl  Bouil¬ 
lon ,  that  Beef  Mutton ,  &c.  could 
make ,  and  this  too  tho’  they  were 
*  D  3  in 
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in  a  conftant  Delirium,  were  covef~ 
ed  with  black  or  purple  Spots,  and 
had  their  Tongues  as  black  as  Ink, 
and  as  dry  and  rough  as  a  Pumice-* 

ftone _ I  am  very  certain  great 

Numbers  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  this  ab- 
furd  Practice. 

This  huffy  Appearance  of  the 
Blood,  at  the  very  Begining  of  con¬ 
tagious,  peftilential  Fevers,  doth  not 
invalidate  what  I  have  faid,  in  my 
Effqy  on  Fevers ,  of  the  Effedfc  of  con¬ 
tagious  Effluvia  on  the  Blood  in  fuch 
Fevers,  but  rather  confirms  it ;  — 
for  tho’  they  tend  to  diffolve,  and 
actually  at  length  do  deflroy  the 
Crafis  of  the  Blood,  yet  Perfons  of 
a  very  vifcid,  denfe  State  of  Blood, 
may  be  feized  with  a  contagious, 
malignant  Fever,  and  the  Blood  may 
appear  very  fizy  and  bufFy  on  Bleed¬ 
ing  at  the  very  Attack,  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  Adtion  of  the  con¬ 
tagious  Ferment  (if  I  may  be  allowed 

the 
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the  Expreffion)  will  more  and  more 
diffolve  the  Blood,  and  at  laft  render 
it  a  mere  famous  Putrilage ,  and  fo  it 
will  appear  on  fubfequent  Bleedings. 

■ - And  therefore,  where  there  is 

juft  Reafon  to  fear  a  contagious  Ma¬ 
lignity  in  a  Fever,  we  fhould  proceed 
with  the  utmoft  Caution  as  to  re¬ 
peated  Bleeding,  efpecially  as  it  will 
be  conftantly  found,  that  the  Pulfe, 
as  well  as  the  Strength,  fink  vaftly 
after  the  fecond  or  third  Bleeding, 
and  truly  fometimes  very  furprizing- 
ly after  the  firft. 

But  to  return  to  my  Subject. - 

Whenever  I  was  called  to  Perfons 
feized  with  this  Malady,  at  the  very 
Begining,  I  generally,  inftead  of 
Bleeding,  ordered  a  Clyfter  of  Milk, 
Sugar  and  Salt  to  be  injected  to  un¬ 
load  the  Inteftines,  efpecially  if  the 
Patient  was  coftive. — But,  when  a 
Purging  attends  the  Attack,  a  few 
Grains  of  torrified  Rhubarb  with  Spe¬ 
ll)  4  ties 
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cies  e  Scordio ,  DecoEt.  alb.  &c.  are 
proper ;  and  if  the  Diarrhoea  is  pro- 
fufe,  a  Spoonful  or  two  of  DecoEt. 
Fracajlorii  Fulleri  may  be  frequent¬ 
ly  given,  which  is,  in  fuch  Cafes,  a 
very  efficacious  Medicine. — If  Nau- 
fea  and  Vomiting  were  urgent,  I  or¬ 
dered  a  gentle  Emetic ,  efpecially  for 
Adults,  which  was  fo  far  from  aggra¬ 
vating  the  Pain  of  the  Throat,  as 
might  be  imagined,  that  it  generally 
greatly  relieved  it — nay,  in  Children 
it  was  often  neceffary  to  make  them 
puke  frequently  with  a  little  Oxymeh 
Scillit.  Ejfence  of  Antimony,  or  the 
like,  otherwife  the  vaft  Amafs  of  te¬ 
nacious  Mucus  would  quite  choak, 
them. 

I  then  immediately  put  the  Pa¬ 
tient  on  a  f aline  Mixture  of  Salt  of 
Wormwood ,  or  volatile  Salt  of  Harts¬ 
horn. ,  and  fuice  of  Lemon  with  Aq. 
Alexiter.  Simpl.  to  which  was  added 
Fulv.  Contrayerv.  C»  with  a  fmall 
4  Quantity 


Ulcerous  Sore-Throat.  41 

Quantity  of  Myrrh  and  Saffron ;  or 
thefe  laft  were  given  in  a  Bolus,  with 
a  few  Grains  of  Nitre ,  if  the  Fever 
ran  pretty  high  —  the  Addition  alfo 
of  a  Grain  or  two  of  Camphire  was 
very  ufeful  for  the  Adult,  where  the 
Stomach  would  bear  it;  when  it 
would  not,  I  ufed  Julep  e  Camphor. 
or  Acetum  Camphor atum  with  Syrup 
of  black  Currants ,  Rafberries,  or  the 
like.  —  The  fecond  or  third  Day,  to 
the  faline  Mixture,  or  a  temperate 
cordial  Julep,  I  added  fome  of  my 
TinSl.  Cort .  Peruvian.  Alexipharmac. 
which,  at  this  Time  of  the  Difeafe, 
I  found  greatly  preferable  to  the  Bark 
in  Subftance  ;  as  it  much  more  tends 
to  promote  the  Eruption  of  the  Ex¬ 
anthemata,  and  doth  not  by  far  fo 
much  hinder  the  Coming  on  of 
Sweats,  which  at  all  Times  of  this 
Diftemper  are  of  the  higheft  Service, 
provided  they  are  gentle,  uniform, 
and  univerfal.  -^-Indeed  it  was  with 

great 


42  -A  Dijfertation  on  the 

great  Difficulty  the  Sick  could  be 
brought  to  fweat  at  all,  but  whene¬ 
ver  moderate,  equally  diffufed  Sweats 
came  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth 
Day,  or  even  later,  they  were  criti¬ 
cal  and  falutary,  the  Urine  grew  im- 
'  mediately  more  concodted,  and  forth¬ 
with  depofited  a  very  large  Quantity 
of  Clay-coloured ,  or  pale  lateritious 
Sediment ,  though  before  crude,  thin, 
or  limpid  ;  and  therefore  I  always 
endeavoured  to  promote  them  by 
foft,  eafy  Diaphoretics,  and  plenti¬ 
ful  Dilution  with  Barley-water,  thin 
Whey,  Gruel,  lea,  or  the  like. — 
I  do  not  remember  I  had  one  Patient 
mifcarry,  who  fell  into  foft,  eafy, 
univerfal  Sweats,  though  the  Itching, 
that  fometimes  came  on  with  them, 
was  almoft  intolerable,  but  generally 
the  Sweat  foon  abated  the  Itching ; 
at  leaf!  it  conflantly  leflened  the 
Fever  ;  and  the  Purging  (if  there 
was  any)  immediately  ceafed  ;  the 
4  Tumour 
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Tumour  of  the  Neck,  Parotids,  &c. 
fubfided  greatly  alfo  on  the  Appear¬ 
ance  of  a  kindly  plentiful  Diaphore- 
lis :  The  Sweats  were  commonly 
very  rank  and  foetid,  and  that  even 
in  Children. 

I  commonly  gave  Elixir  Vitrioli 
with  the  "TinElure  of  the  Bark  (ex¬ 
cept  to  very  young  Children)  which 
is  an  excellent  anti-putrefcent  Alexi- 
■pharmac ;  and  I  frequently  ordered 
the  Elixir  to  be  taken  out  of  an  /#- 
fufion  of  a  roofed  Seville-orange  in 
Claret ,  or  red  Port-wine  and  Water , 
which  is  a  very  pleafant  and  not  an 
ineffedtual  Composition. 

There  was  an  abfolute  Neceffity 
of  wafhing  out  the  Mouth  and  Fau¬ 
ces  very  frequently  •—  the  Gargle ,  I 
commonly  ordered,  was  a  Deco&ion 
of  Figs ,  red  Roj e-leaves ,  Myrrh  and 
Honey  in  rough  Cyder ,  and  a  thin 
Mucilage  of  Quince-feeds  with  Syrup 
of  Raiberries,  or  black  Currants ; 

and 


44  Dijfertation  on  the 

4 

and  a  little  TinSlure  of  Myrrh  per  fe, 
and  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  was  to  be  taken 
by  Spoonfuls  every  now  and  then, 

especially  after  Gargling . - And  I 

alfo  directed  the  Fumes  of  red  Rofe- 
leaves,  Chamomile- flowers.  Myrrh , 
and  Camphire,  boiled  in  Vinegar, 
to  be  drawn  in  with  the  Breath  very 
often,  as  hot  as  the  Patients  could 
well  bear  it,  which  gave  very  great 
and  fpeedy  Relief. 

.  Though  the  Swelling  of  the  Neck, 
parotid  Glands,  &’c.  would  fome- 
times  come  on  fo  fudden,  great  and 
violent,  as  to  endanger  a  Suffoca¬ 
tion,  yet  in  general  I  took  this  ex¬ 
ternal  Tumour  to  be  partly  critical, 
and  therefore  endeavoured  to  pro¬ 
mote  it  by  acrid  Cataplafms ,  Blif- 
ters,  &c.  nay  I  have  feveral  Times 
bliftered  the  T hroat  from  Ear  to  Ear 
with  great  Succefs. — Thefe  Applica¬ 
tions  are  ufeful  in  common  Squin- 
zeys ;  much  more  fo  in  this,  where 

the 
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the  Humours  were  fo  exceeding 
Iharp  and  malignant. 

As  there  was  frequently  a  very 
great  Tendon  and  Tumour  of  the 
Belly,  and  at  the  fame  Time  alfo 
fome  Degree  of  a  Suppreffion  of 
Urine,  an  emollient  Fotus  with  fome 
of  the  Carminative  Seeds ,  or  a  few 
Chamomile-flowers  boiled  in  Milk  and 
IVater ,  and  a  Clyfter  of  the  fame 
with  Salt  and  Sugar ,  were  neceffary 
to  promote  the  Difcharge  of  Stool, 
Wind  and  Urine ;  which  gave  imme¬ 
diate  Eafe  to  the  Bowels,  and  withal! 
greatly  facilitated  the  Refpiration, 
by  giving  a  more  free  Play  to  the 
Diaphragm.  —  Indeed  it  the  Abdo¬ 
men  was  very  tenfe,  and  the  Patient 
coftive,  about  the  fifth,  or  fixth  Day, 
I  generally  gave  a  Dofe  of  Rhubarb, 
Manna,  or  lenitive  EleEluary — and 
after  that  commonly  the  Bark  in 
Subftance  ;  but  I  never  fo  ordered  it 
when  the  Belly  was  very  tumid  and 

confti- 
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conftipated,  nor  until  fome  Signs  of 
Co&ion ,  or  a  begining  Defquamation 
of  the  Cuticle  appeared  ;  for  I  found 
my  TinBure ,  or  a  DecoBion  of  the 
Bark. ,  anfwer  full  as  well,  nay  bet¬ 
ter,  as  caufing  much  lefs  Oppreffion 
on  the  Bread: .  —  I  now  alfo  ufed  a 
Kind  of  Refin  of  the  Bark ,  made 
with  Spirit  of  Wine ,  which  I  much 
prefer  to  the  common  Extract,  as  it 
fits  much  lighter  on  the  Stomach, 
and  keeps  much  better ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  think  is  more  proper  for  an 
officinal  Medicine. 

However  improper  Purging  might 
be  at  the  Begining  of  this  Diftemper, 
gentle,  eafy  Cathartics ,  as  Rhubarb , 
Manna ,  &c.  were  neceflary  at  the 
End  to  carry  off  the  putrid  Collu- 
vies  of  the  Inteftines,  which  other- 
wife  protracted  the  feverifh  Heats, 
and  occafioned  great  Weaknefs, 
Want  of  Appetite,  tumid  Bellies, 
and  great  ObftruCtions  of  the  Glands ; 
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nay  I  was  often  obliged  to  give  re¬ 
peated  Dofes  of  Calomel  to  carry  off 
the  Swellings  of  the  parotid  and 
maxillary  Glands,  which  otherwife 
frequently  remained  a  long  Time 
much  fwoln  and  indurated,  and,  at 
length,  fometimes  fuppurated  :  — ■ 
Indeed  I  feveral  Times  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  rub  them  with  a  Mercu¬ 
rial  Unguent  before  I  could  diftolve 
the  Tumours ;  Calomel  was  alfo  fur¬ 
ther  ufeful  in  deftroying  the  Worms, 
with  which  a  vaft  Number  were  at 
this  Time  efpecially  troubled.  —But 
in  genet al  after  a  Purge,  or  two,  the 
Sick  loon  recovered  a  keen  Appetite, 
Strength  and  Spirits :  Many  howe¬ 
ver  required  frequent  Purging,  a 
Continuance  of  the  Bark,  TEthiops 
mineral,  &c.  lor  a  conliderable  T ime, 
and  then  a  Courfe  of  Affes-milk,  and 
an  open  Country-Air  to  prevent  a 
wafting  Hedtic  5  of  which  fome  died 

eight. 
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eight,  or  ten.  Weeks,  after  the  Dif- 
eaie  firft  feized  them. 

This  was  undoubtedly  a  Fever  of 
the  malignant ,  pejlilential  Kind ,  in 
which  the  Blood  became  highly  acri¬ 
monious,  diffolved,  and  putrefcent. 
That  it  was  very  greatly  contagious 
no  one  doubts,  as  it  very  often  in¬ 
fected  whole  Families,  Specially  the 

younger  Perfons; - And  that  this 

Contagion  generated  a  very  great 
Degree  of  Acrimony  in  the  Blood  is 
mold  evident  from  the  Hiftory  of  the 

Difeafe. - I  have  elfewhere  noted 

that  Contagion  aCts  in  the  Blood  as 
Acrimony :  Perhaps  the  contagious 
Miafmata  are  only  the  highly  ex¬ 
alted  Salino-fulphureous  Particles  and. 
Vapours  that  exhale  from  the  difeafed 
infeCting  Body. —  It  is  well  known 
the  Stench  of  putrid  Carcafies,  gan¬ 
grened  Limbs,  the  polluted,  ftinking 
Air  of  Jails,  &c.  deftroy  the  Crajis 
of  the  Blood,  and  bring  on  malig¬ 
nant 
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nant,  peftilential  Fevers ;  juft  as  the 
putrid  Sanies  of  a  gangrened  Limb, 
abforbed  into  the  Blood,  brings  on  a 
Fever  of  the  fame  Kind. It  is  cer¬ 
tain  the  peftilential  Effluvia  in  the 
true  Plague  bring  on  the  moft  heal¬ 
thy,  in  a  very  few  Hours,  a  putrid 
Diffolution  and  gangrenous  Difpo- 
fttion  of  the  Blood  —  and  truly  this 
malignant  Sore-Throat  was  in  fome 
Cafes  found  very  little  inferior  to  it 
in  Virulence,  not  only  the  Fauces, 
but  the  Lungs,  Inteftines,  &c.  ha- 
ing  appeared  gangrenous  on  Diflec¬ 
tions,  and  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood 

turned  into  a  putrid  Gore. - That 

an  exceeding  fmall  Quantity  of  mor¬ 
bid  Matter  will  infeft  the  whole  Mafs 
of  Blood  is  moft  certain  frona  the 
Experiment  of  inoculating  the  Small¬ 
pox,  in  which  it  is  found,  that  very 
much  lefs  than  a  Grain  of  the  vario¬ 
lous  Matter  is  fully  fqfficient  to  bring 
on  that  Diftemper  ;  nor  is  that  fur- 

E  prizing 
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prizing  when  we  too  well  know 
what  dreadful  Effects  arife  from  the 
minuted;  Quantity  imaginable  of  the 
Virus  of  a  Viper,  or  mad  Dog. 

Though  this  malignant  ulcerous-. 
Squinzey  feemed  to  be  a  Difeafe  fui 
Generis ,  yet  it  certainly  had  a  very 
great  Refemblance  of  the  Febris  an- 
ginofa ,  which  I  formerly  defcribed 
in  my  jirft  Volume  de  Aere  Mor- 
bis  Epidemicis ;  and  it  is  pretty  re¬ 
markable,  that  fuch  a  Kind  of  Fe¬ 
ver  now  alfo  greatly  prevailed  up  and 
down  this  Part  of  the  Country  ;  but 
indeed  the  anginofe  Fever  had  very 
much  more  of  an  inflammatory  Na¬ 
ture  than  the  malignant  Sore-1  hroat 

© 

now  treated  of,  and  the  Blood  was 
commonly  found  much  more  denfe 
and  vilcid  in  the  former  than  in  the 
latter,  and  of  Courfe  would  much 

better  admit  of  Bleeding. - But  in 

Truth  it  may  be  in  this,  as  in  many 
other  epidemic  Diforders,  particu- 
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larly  the  Small-pox,  Mealies,  Sear- 
let  Fever,  &C. —  the  general  Difeafe 
is  greatly  diverfified  by  the  particular 
Conftitution  of  the  Patients. — Thus 
the  variolous  Contagion  in  one  of 
ftrong  elaftic  Fibres,  and  a  very  vif- 
cid  denfe  Blood,  brings  on  a  very 
high  inflammatory  Fever, — in  ano¬ 
ther  of  weak,  lax  Fibres,  and  a  loofe 
diffolved  Blood,  a  low,  putrid,  ner¬ 
vous  Fever,  not  fufficient  to  protrude 
the  Puftules  in  a  kindly  Manner, 
much  lefs  to  bring  them  to  a  lauda¬ 
ble  Maturation. - In  a  Word,  the 

high  inflammatory  Small-pox  differ 
as  much,  or  more,  from  the  low 
malignant  Kind,  as  the  Febris  angi- 
nofa  from  the  pejlilential  ulcerotcs 
Sore-Throat .  —  How  greatly  doth 
the  Scarlet  Fever,  defcribed  by  Mor¬ 
ton,  differ  from  that  mentioned  by  Sy¬ 
denham  f  —  And  indeed,  although 
the  fame  fpecific  Contagion  always 
produces  the  fame  fpecific  Difeafe, 

E  2  yet 
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yet  it  greatly  differs  in  different  Per- 
fons,  and  is  to  be  treated  accordingr 
ly. — There  were  certainly  forae  of 
thefe  ulcerous  Sore-Throats  with  a 
pretty  fmart  Fever,  that  bore  Bleed¬ 
ing  at  the  Begining  with  Advan¬ 
tage,  and  a  much  cooler  Regimen 
was  neceffary  in  fome  than  in  others, 
—  nay  I  was  obliged  in  feveral  Cafes 
to  give  Nitre  with:  the  Diaphoretics. 

- But  I  mull:  confefs,  in  general, 

much  warmer  Medicines  were  necef¬ 
fary  in'  this  than  in  moft  other  Fe¬ 
vers  ;  and  that  too  fometimes  when 
the  Heat  was  very  confiderable, 
otherwife  the  Pulfe  would  fink  fur- 
prizingly,  and  an  aftonifhing  Anx¬ 
iety,  and  Oppreffion,  immediately 

fucceeded. - I  have  really  been 

obliged  to  give  fuch  warm.  Alexi- 
pharmacs  in  this  Diftemper  (and  that 
too  many  Times  to  very  young  Per- 
fons)  as  nothing  but  repeated  Expe¬ 
rience  could  have  induced  me  to 

order  j; 
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order ;  as  Saffron ,  Ca?nphire>  Pulv. 
Contrayerv.  ConfeSl.  Cardiac.  The- 
riac.  Andromach.  warm  Cyder,  mul¬ 
led  Wine  and  Water,  TinEl.  Cortic. 
Alexipharmac .  &c.  and  this  with  a 
Succefs  that  was  well  known,  and 
juftified  the  Practice. 

The  Word  Fever,  as  promifcu- 
oully  ufed  in  the  'Practice  of  Phylic, 
is  not  a  ‘little  vague  and  undeter¬ 
mined. —  There  are  fome  Diforders, 
that  pafs  under  that  general  Name, 
which  are  beft  cured  even  by  railing 
the  Fever,  to  inftance  only  in  fome 
‘Quartan  Agues  and  low,  nervous 
Fevers. — And  the  malignant  Squin- 
■zey,  here  defcribed,  is  another  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Fever,  which  evidently  proves 
that  all  acute  Difeafes  are  mot  to.be 
treated  merely  with  Evacuations, 
and  cooling.' Medicines —  proper  Di¬ 
lution  is  unqueiiionably  ufeful  in  all 
•Fevers,  but  certainly  fome  require 
•more  than  Barley-water  and  Limon- 

E  3  ,ade. 


54  A  Differ  tat  ion  on  the 
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ade. — But  I  have  already  faid  feveral 
Things  on  this  Head  in  my  Effay 
on  Fevers  ;  and  fhall  at  prefent  only 
add  a  Word  or  two  on  the  Ufe  of 
volatile  alcalious  Salts  in  Fevers  of 
the  putrid  peftilential,  or  petechial 
Kind  ;  in  which  I  fear  they  are  too 
often  very  improperly  adminiftered. 

And  here  I  mu  ft  obferve,  that, 
in  all  Fevers  of  this  Nature,  the 
Blood  is  always  found  too  much 
broken  and  diffolved,  and  at  length 
becomes  highly  acrimonious,  and  as 
it  were  famous  and  putrid.  What¬ 
ever  therefore  tends  to  promote  the 
Acrimony  and  Diffolution  of  the 
Blood  mud;  be  very  apt  to  bring  on 
fuch  Fevers,  and  encreafe  their  Ma¬ 
lignity,  when  they  happen ;  but  vo¬ 
latile  alcalious  Salts  do  both  in  an 
eminent  Degree ;  for  though  they 
may  retard  the  Putrefaction  of  the 
Flefh  of  Animals,  and  even  in  fome 
Meafure  of  the  Blood,  out  of  the 

Body 
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Body  (and  fo  will  Arfenic ,  or  Sub¬ 
limate -cor  rojive J  yet  mixed  with  the 
Blood,  whilft  actually  under  the 
Bower  of  Circulation  and  the  Vis 
Vitce ,  they -certainly  haften  its  Dif- 
iolution,  and  confequent  Putrefac¬ 
tion  ;  even  mixed  with  the  Blood 
out  of  the  Body,  er  rather  as  it  runs 
from  the  Vein,  they  quite  deftroy 
the  Texture  of  the  Blood-globules, 
nearly  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the 
Poifon  of  a  Viper  by  diffolving  the 
Copula ,  or  Cohaelion  of  the  compo¬ 
nent  Particles ;  and  the  Blood  of  the 
moffc  Robuft  (nay  even  the  .moll 
buffy  Blood  offHories,  as  I  have  of¬ 
ten  tried)  thus  managed  never  con¬ 
cretes,  as  ufual,  into  a  folid  Craffa- 
. mentum ,  and  throws  off  its  Serum, 
but  remains  ever  after  a  loofe,  dif- 
folved  Gore,  or  Sanies. — Now  let 
me  farther  obferve,  that  when  thefe 
volatile  alcalious  Salts  (or  Spirits)  are 
taken  in  large  Quantities,  and  fre- 


56  A  Differ  tat  ion  on  the 

quently,  even  by  Perfons  in  Health, 
they  are  well  known  to  bring  on  fe- 
verifh  Heats,  Haemorrhages,  fpongy 
bleeding  Gums,  ftinking  Breath, 
rank  Urine,  Me.  Symptoms  that  fuf- 
ficiently  indicate  a  begining  Diflolu- 
tion,  and  Putridity  of  the  Blood. 

Moreover  thefe  broken,  diflolved 
Blood-globules  are  very  apt  to  enter 
into  the  ferous  and  lymphatic  Arte¬ 
ries,  and  there,  not  finding  a  free 
Paffage  through  their  Ramifications, 
Ragnate  and  corrupt,  and  at  length 
even  corrode  thefe  exceeding  tender 
Vefiels,  particularly  when  faturated 
with  acrimonious  Salts,  which  at  the 
fame  Time  alfo  greatly  irritate  thefe 
very  minute  Canals,  encreafe  the 
Heat,  and  fo  caufe  a  more  fpeedy 
Corruption  both  of  the  Humours 
and  Vefiels ;  and  when  the  putrid 
Lymph  and  Serum  is  abforbed  into 
the  Mafs  of  Blood,  it  greatly  haftens 
the  general  Corruption. 

-  *  „  .  ~  Vola-. 
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Volatile  alcalious  Salts,  even  ap¬ 
plied  externally  to  the  Skin,  very 
fpeedily  corrode  and  ulcerate,  and 
it  is  certainly  FaCt,  that  given  inter¬ 
nally  they  heat  vaftly  more,  Quan¬ 
tity  for  Quantity,  than  the  warmeft 

vegetable  Alexipharmach _ And 

that,  I  think,  not  fo  much  by  en- 
creafing  the  projectile  Force,  and 
Circulation,  of  the  Blood,  as  by  cau- 
fing  an  inteftine  Motion  and  Effer- 
vefcence  in  it ;  for,  by  the  moft  ac¬ 
curate  Experiments,  it  is  found  that 
Solutions  of  the  volatile  alcaline  Salts 
weaken  the  Tone  of  the  Fibres,  and 
Power  of  the  Veflels,  and  confe- 
quently  the  Momentum  of  the  Bloocl 
in  the  regular  Courfe  of  Circulation. 

- - And  we  eventually  find,  that, 

when  the  Blood  abounds  with  very 
acrid  Salts,  the  Pulfe  becomes  weak, 
fmall,  quick  and  fluttering,  as  in  the 
highly  fcorbutic,  and  that  corrupt, 
acrimonious  State  of  Blood,  which 

brings 
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brings  on  the  putrid  Fever,  antece¬ 
dent  to  fome  Mortifications  ab  inter¬ 
na  Caufa ,  as  they  call  it ;  in  both 
which  the  Powers  of  Nature  fink 
greatly,  and  particularly  the  Strength 
of  the  arterial  Vibrations,  tho’  they 
may  encreafe  in  Quicknefs,  to  com- 
penfate  for  the  Want  of  that  natural 
Vigour,  and  Fulnefs,  which  is  ob- 
ferved  in  a  free  and  firm  Pulfation 
of  an  Artery  duly  filled  with  Blood, 
and  properly  actuated. — The  extra¬ 
ordinary  Bignefs  and  Flaccidity  of 
the  Heart,  that  is  commonly  noted 
in  fcorbutic  and  peftilential  Cafes, 
are  owing  to  the  Weaknefs  and  great 
Relaxation  of  its  mufcular  Fibres. — 
That  peculiar  Kind  of  biting  Heat, 
that  we  commonly  feel  on  the  Skin 
of  Perfons  labouring  under  putrid, 
malignant  Fevers,  feems  to  arife  from 
the  Abundance  of  acrid  Salts  and 
Sulphurs  in  the  Blood,  and  its  in- 
teftine  Motion,  and  not  from  its  in- 

creafed 
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creafed  projectile  Force ;  for,  on  firfl 
touching  the  Skin,  the  Heat  feems 
very  little,  if  at  all,  above  the  natu¬ 
ral,  but,  by  continuing  the  Finger 
a  longer  Time  on  it,  you  are  fenfi- 
ble  of  a  difagreeable  Scalding  in  it, 
which  Senfation  even  remains  in  the 
Finger  for  fome  fmall  Time  after 
you  have  quite  removed  it  from  the 
lick  Perfon  :  This  DoElor  Pringle 
hath  judicioufly  noted  in  his  excel¬ 
lent  Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Army ;  and  Galen ,  as  he  candidly 

obferves,  long  before  him. - This 

Monfeur  ^uefnay  calls  la  Chaleur 
d'  Acrimonie-y  and  very  juftly  diftin- 
guifhes  it  from  la  Chaleur  d' Inflam¬ 
mation. — The  Senfation,  in  Truth,  is 
as  different  as  touching  a  very  hot 
Piece  of  dry  Wood,  and  dipping  your 
Finger  into  tepid  Spirit  of  Hartfhorn. 
•—And  I  think  this  Obfervation  evi¬ 
dently  proves  the  Abundance  of  a- 
crimonious  Salts  thrown  off  by  Per- 
2  fpiration 


So  A  Dijfertation  on  tie 

fpiration  in  thefe  very  putrid  Fevers. 
That  peculiar  burning  Heat  alfo, 
which  the  Sick  often  Feel  within,  in 
fueh  Difeafes,  tho’  the  external  Parts 
of  the  Body  are  actually  cold,  pro¬ 
bably  arifes  from  the  fame  Caufe. — > 
And  I  cannot  but  think  the  Heat, 
obfervable  in  Fevers,  preceding  and 
attending  Mortifications  ab  interna 
Caujd,  is  generated  by  the  Acrimo¬ 
ny  and  inteftine  Motion  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours  ;  not  certainly  from  a  rapid 
projeCtile  Motion,  for  the  Pulfe  is 
then  always  found  weak  and  final!, 
tho’ quick.  The  furprizingly  Ipeedy 
and  great  Stench,  Swelling,  and  fa¬ 
mous  Haemorrhages  from  all  the 
Outlets  of  the  Bodies  of  fitch  as  die 
in  putrid,  malignant  Fevers,  are  Ar¬ 
guments  of  the  great  inteftine  Moti¬ 
on,  Rarefaction,  and  Acrimony  of  the 
Humours. — This  was  the  Cafe  com¬ 
monly  of  thofe  that  died  of  the  malig¬ 
nant,  anginofe  Fever  above  defcribed. 

I  have 


Ulcerous  Sore-Throat.  6e 

I  have  known  the  whole  Body  fwell 
vaftly,  even  to  the  Ends  of  the  Fin¬ 
gers  and  Toes,  with  a  cadaverous  Li- 
vidity,  tho’  almoft  quite  cold,  and 
an  intolerable  Stench  even  before  the 
Perfon  was  actually  dead.  Blood  if- 
fuing,  at  the  fame  Time,  from  the 
Ears,  Nofe,  Mouth,  and  Guts ;  and 
this  too  where  the  Pulfe  had  been 
very  weak  and  fmall,  tho’  exceeding 

quick,  from  the  very  Begining _ 

Was  not  this,  from  much  Air,  ge¬ 
nerated  in  the  Blood,  by  the  intef- 
tine  Motion,  Heat,  and  Putridity, 
which  are  well  known  to  generate 
Air  ?  Is  not  the  Emphyfema,  obfer- 
vable  in  fome  Sphacelations,,  from 
the  fame  Caufe  ? 

But  to  proceed,  if  we  confider 
the  Generation  and  Nature  of  ani¬ 
mal  Salts,  perhaps  we  fhall  fee  a 
little  further  into  this  Matter. — The 
flrongeft  vegetable  Acids,  we  take  in 
with  our  Food,  are  by  the  Vis  Vitae 
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foon  changed  into  a  neutral ,  or  a 
Kind  of  ammoniacal  Salts ,  and  by 
being  longer  and  longer  expofed  to 
the  Action  of  the  Veffels,  and  Heat 
of  the  Blood,  they  more  and  more 
approach  to  an  alcaline  Nature,  and 
at  length  would  become  actually  al¬ 
caline,  were  they  not  diluted,  wafh- 
ed  off,  and  corrected  by  acefcent 
Drink  and  Diet _ A  Perfon  that 

j 

lives  on  nothing  but  mere  Water, 
and  Flefh  or  Fifh,  without  any  Thing 
either  acid  or  acefcent,  foon  con¬ 
tracts  a  very  great  Ranknefs  in  all 
his  Humours ;  he  grows  feverifh, 
and  at  length  his  Blood  runs  into  a 

State  of  Putrefaction.  —  The  Blood 

/ 

of  thofe  that  die  of  Famine  becomes 
highly  acrimonious,  which  begets 
Fever,  Frenzy,  and  fuch  a  Degree 
of  Putrefaction,  as  is  utterly  deftruc- 
tive  of  the  vital  Principles .  A  very 
melancholy  Inltance  of  which  I  once 
met  with  ift  a  poor  Gentleman,  who 

obfti- 
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obftinately  ftarved  himfelf  to  Death, 
and  would  not,  for  many  Days,  ei¬ 
ther  by  Force  or  Perfuafion,  fwal- 
low  any  Kind  of  Food,  or  a  Drop 
of  Liquor. — He  foon  grew  feverifh, 
flufhed  in  his  Face,  and  very  hot  in 
his  Head ;  his  Pulfe  was  fmall,  but 
very  quick  ;  in  four  or  five  Days  his 
Breath  became  exceedingly  offenfive, 
his  Lips  dry,  black,  parched,  his 
Teeth  and  Mouth  foul,  black,  bloo¬ 
dy,  his  Urine  (when  it  could  be  fa- 
ved)  vaftly  high  coloured,  and  flank¬ 
ing,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  kept  a 
Month ;  at  length  he  trembled  con¬ 
tinually,  could  not  ftand,  much  lefs 
walk,  raved  and  dozed  alternately, 
fell  into  convulfive  Agonies  frequent¬ 
ly,  in  which  he  fometimes  fweated 
pretty  much  about  the  Head  and 
Breaft,  though  his  Extremities  were 
quite  cold,  pale,  and  fhrivelled  ;  the 
Sweat  was  of  a  very  dark  yellow  Co¬ 
lour,  and  of  a  rood  nau  feous  Stench. 

It: 
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It  is  certain  alio,  that,  if  the  ani¬ 
mal  Salts  are  not  duly  and  conftant- 
ly  carried  off  by  Urine,  they  are 
highly  deftructivc,  as  in  Ifchuries> 
for  they  continually  advance  more 
and  more  to  an  alcaline  State. — It 

is  not  fo  much  from  an  encreafed 

* 

Quantity,  as  the  Acrimony  of  the 
Juices,  that  an  obftinate  Suppreffion 
of  Urine  becomes  fatal ;  for  I  have 
known  it  very  foon  fo,  where  the 
Patient  hath  had  very  large  Dif* 
charges  by  Sweat  and  Stool  during 
the  whole  Time  of  the  Suppreffion ; 
particularly  I  remember,  many  Y ears 
ago,  a  renal  Ifchury  fatal  to  a  cor¬ 
pulent  Lady  the  eleventh  Day  from 
the  Stoppage,  though  ffie  was  twice 
bled  very  largely,  and  kept  purging 
the  whole  Time,  and  confequently 
did  not  die  from  a  Redundance  of 

Humours. - She  made  not  a  Drop 

of  Urine  from  the  Time  of  her  Sei¬ 
zure  to  her  Death,  though  ffie  took 
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very  largely  of  Cantharides  in  Sub- 
fiance  and  T indture,  as  well  as  ma¬ 
ny  otherMedicin.es,  particularly  large 
Dofes  of  Calomel.  Indeed,  although 
I  have  frequently  known  Cantha¬ 
rides  given  with  very  good  Effedt  in 
Jfchuries,  yet  if  they  do  not  anfwef 
fpeedily,  but  are  long  continued  in 
large  Quantities,  I  fear  they  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  the  acrid  Salts,  and  haften 
the  Death  oi  the  Patient,  by  bring¬ 
ing  on  a  Delirium  and  Convulfions, 
as  I  have  had  the  Misfortune  to  fee 
more  than  once. 

But  to  the  Point  in  Hand. — The 
Formation  of  volatile  alcaline  Salts 
in  the  Body  feems  not  much  unlike 
the  Production  of  them  out  of  the 

Body. - Let  any  Kind  of  green 

Plant,  even  the  moil  acid,  be  pref- 
fed  together  in  a  large  Heap,  it  foon 
begins  to  heat,  and  gradually  grows 
more  and  more  hot  (to  fuch  an  in- 

F  tenfe 
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tenfe  Degree  at  length,  if  the  Quan¬ 
tity  be  very  large,  as  to  break  out 
into  an  actual  Flame)  and  this  Ef¬ 
fervescence  foon  turns  the  whole 
Mafs  putrid,  and  the  acid  and  effen- 
tial  Salts  of  the  Plant  into  volatile 
Alcalies,  which  may  be  diftilled  from 
the  putrid  Mafs,  and  are  in  no  Re- 
fpedt  effentially  different  from  the 
volatile  alcaly  Salts  raifed  from  ani¬ 
mal  Subftances ;  both  the  one  and 
the  other  are  ultimately  the  Effedts 
of  Pleat  and  Motion  on  the  Salts 
of  Vegetables,  and  the  longer,  and 
Stronger,  thefe  are  acted  upon  by 
the  Force  and  Heat  of  our  Solids 


and  Fluids,  fo  much  the  more  are 
they  exalted  to  an  alcaline  State,  in 
which  they  are  abfolutely  unfit  for 
the  common  Ufes  of  Life ;  nay,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  deftrudtive,  if  they  greatly 
abound,  as  in  very  putrid,  peftilen- 
tial,  and  petechial  Fevers  they  un¬ 
questionably 
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queftionably  do ;  and  therefore,  I 
think,  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  Exhibition, 
of  volatile  alcalious  Salts  to  the  Sick 
is  adding  Fewel  to  the  Fire,  for  they 
certainly  diffolve  or  break  the  Glo¬ 
bules  of  the  Blood,  and  thence  more 
fpeedily  bring  on  a  general  Putre¬ 
faction. — Thefe  Salts,  even  applied 
externally  to  the  Skin,  foon  excite 
a  gangrenous  Ulcer ;  and,  when  the 
Blood  is  largely  flocked  with  them, 
it  becomes  a  Kind  of  fiery  Lixi¬ 
vium,  which  is  greatly  deftruCtive 
-of  the  nervous  FibrillcZy  and  ultima 
Vafcula.  —  And  this  indeed  would 
be  more  certainly,  frequently,  and 
fpeedily  the  Cafe  than  it  is,  if  the 
plentiful  Ufe  of  Acids,  Diluents,  and 
foft  mucilaginous  Things,  in  Drink 
and  Diet,  did  not  prevent  it,  by 
waffling  off  and  correcting  them  ; 
as  we  fee  Juice  of  Lemon  and  Vi¬ 
negar  quite  take  off  their  Acrimony  ; 

F  2  indeed 
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indeed  thus  managed  they  are,  in 
many  Difeafes,  turned  into  very  ufe- 
ful  Medicines. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  beg  Leave 
to  infert  the  following  extraordinary 
Cafe,  as  it  is  not  altogether  foreign 
to  the  Purpofe. 

I  had  lately  under  my  Care  a 
Gentleman  of  Fortune  and  Family, 
who  fo  habituated  himfelf  to  the  Ufe 
of  vail:  Quantities  of  the  volatile  Salts , 
that  Ladies  commonly  imell  to,  that 
at  length  he  would  eat  them,  in  a 
very  aftonifhing  Manner,  as  other 
People  eat  jugared  Car  raw  ay  Seeds. 
—A  A{)j pvtpoiyila,  with  a  Vengeance  ! 
—The  Confequence  boon  was,  that 
he  brought  on  a  hedtic  Fever,  vaft 
Hemorrhages  from  the  Interlines, 
Noie,  and  Gums,  every  one  of  his 
Teeth  dropped  out,  and  he  could 
eat  nothing  folid  ;  he  waited  vaftly 
in  his  Flefh,  and  his  Mufcles  be-* 

came 
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came  as  Toft  and  flabby  as  thofe 
of  a  new-born  Infant ;  and  broke 
out  all  over  his  Body  in  Puftules, 
which  itched  moll  intolerably,  fo 
that  he  fcratched  himfelf  continual¬ 
ly,  and  tore  his  Skin  with  his  Nails 
in  a  very  fliocking  Manner  ;  his  U- 
rine  was  always  exceflively  high  co¬ 
loured,  turbid,  and  very  foetid. - 

He  was  at  laft,  with  great  Difficul¬ 
ty,  perfuaded  to  leave  this  perni¬ 
cious  Cuftom,  but  he  had  fo  effec¬ 
tually  ruined  his  Conftitution,  that, 
though  he  rubbed  on  in  a  very  mi- 
ferable  Manner  for  feveral  Months, 
he  died  tabid,  and  in  the  hi  shell 
,  Degree  of  a  Marafmus ; — and  I  am 
perfuaded,  he  would  have  died  much 
fooner,  had  he  not  conftantly  drank 
very  freely  of  the  moll  fine  and  ge¬ 
nerous  Wines,  and  daily  ufed  large 
Quantities  of  Afles-milk,  and  anti- 
fcorbutic  Juices  well  acidulated  with 

Juice 
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juice  of  Seviile-oranges,  Lemons, 

&C. 

But,  after  all,  I  am  fo  far  from 
thinking  the  volatile  Alcaly  - [alts 
fhould  be  ftruck  out  of  the  Mate¬ 
ria  Medic  a  ^  and  condemning  their 
Ufe  in  all  Cafes,  that  I  am  very  cer¬ 
tain  they  may  be  given  with  great 

Advantage  in  very  many, - But, 

in  Truth,  I  ftill  except  thofe  above- 
mentioned. 

FINIS. 
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Page  1 6,  Line  5,  for  that  read  the. — Page  39, 
Line  24,  for  tonified  read  torrefied. — Page 
40,  Line  23,  for  Alexiter.  read  Alexeter. 


